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A Critical Study of Why ‘Brailled Kanzi’ systems
were Made in Japan

—From the Perspective of the Social Context—

Abe Yasusi
BK21 Project Force of Special Education

<abstract>

Two kind of Brailled Kanzi(Chinese Character) was made in Kanzi-oriented
Japan. One is HASEGAWA Sadao’s approach, who visually impaired as an adult.
Another one is KAWAKAMI Taiiti’'s approach, who was a teacher of school for
blind. This study considers the social context of why two kind of Brailled Kanzi
systems were made in Japan.

Dominant people in Japan thinks Japanese writing system is excellent for its
complexity. But even though the people who educated Kanzi over 10 years, many
faces difficulty of reading and writing Kanzi. And we can find Brailled Kanzi is
far from appropriate for daily use.

As Disability Studies argue that ‘disability is socially constructed” and as
Literacy Studies argue that ‘literacy is not an autonomous practice’, we can say
thousand of Kanzi characters are social disability, and ‘how we write Japanese’ is
highly political determination.

When we consider that Korean society has already turned into hangul-oriented
society, then, we also have the possibility of reforming Japanese writing system.

This paper concludes that what we need is not such like those ‘Brailled Kanzi’

systems but we need reforming Japanese writing system for social inclusion.

Key words : Japanese writing system, Brailled Kanzi, ableism, Literacy Studies





